Our Story
Session 3 of Discovering Church Membership of Southside Baptist Church of Gaffney, SC

 To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some.  I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.
 (1 Cor. 9:22-23 NIV)

SOUTHSIDE’S BEGINNING

Southside Baptist Church began with a passion to reach people of Gaffney and Cherokee County.  Members of First Baptist Church of Gaffney were burdened for the people on the west side of town, specifically those in the Musgrove Mill village area.  These members led their church to partner with the South Carolina Baptist State Convention’s Mission Board to start a new work in 1921.  Two short years later the church was constituted as the Musgrove Baptist Church of Gaffney.

Pastors who served from 1921 to 1946 included:  J. L. Painter, Walker Robertson, B. B. Hill, Paul Dobbins, Roy Robinson, J. A. Dobbins, Carol Wright, and James Bryant.

In 1946, G. W. Allen accepted a call to Musgrove.  The church was soon overflowing with people of all ages.  Not only was there growth in numbers, but also a growth in faith.

It was then the church family of Musgrove started seeking God’s direction in what was the next step.  Land not too far from their present location was found on West O’Neal Street.  After much prayer these folks were able to purchase the land and start the process of preparing the property for the new church building.

The sanctuary was completed in 1951.  A year later the name of the church was changed from Musgrove to Southside.  Then in 1958, the facilities were added to.  Through the years as surrounding properties were made available, the church purchased them for further growth.

Following 18 years of ministry under Rev. Allen, the church called Otis McCluney, who was followed by Harry E. Crosby, under whose ministry the church was remodeled in 1980.  He was followed by Terry D. Cagle.  Robert M. Dockery accepted the call to serve as pastor in September of 1988.  Rev. Dockery, with his wife Debbie and their two children, Heather and Nathan, left the Southside Church family to serve as foreign missionaries in Slovenia. In June of 1993, Southside called Wofford B. Caughman, Jr., to be their pastor.

Charlie D. Wilburn became the pastor in 1997.  In the unusual way God works, Southside asked Wofford B. Caughman, Jr., to serve as pastor again, starting in May of 2002.

Though the church has been led by some wonderful pastors and very capable interim pastors through the years, it has been the faithfulness of the church family that will always be remembered.  Men and women, boys and girls of Southside continue to love Jesus with all their hearts and want to be found faithful in all they do.

The church family, in 2007, dedicated the Family Life Center to the glory of God.  This facility opened the door to many new opportunities to share Christ in some very unique ways.

The church now finds itself with a wonderful and challenging situation, with the sanctuary filled on Sunday mornings.  Pray for our next step of faith.

What started as a mission work in a mill village of Gaffney has now reached further than ever thought!   We have active members who have addresses from Spartanburg, Cowpens, Pacolet, and Blacksburg.  Then with modern tools we are able to minister to people throughout the world.

It is not facilities, or parking lots, or buses, or programs.  It is reaching precious people for Jesus Christ that truly matters.  What part will you play in the future history of Southside?

I. WHO ARE WE TRYING TO REACH

1. The Lost



Names:

2. The Inactive


Names:

3. The Disassociated 


Names:

4. The Hurting



Names:

5. The Passionate 


Names:

The names you write down are now your prayer list. Pray for God to lead you to opportunities to share with these dear people the love of Christ and invite them to Southside.
II. CIRCLES OF INFLUENCE
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One of the elements of fulfilling our purpose is to identify the potential audience of Southside. We do this by recognizing five different groups of members.

COMMUNITY
 A Community member is committed to ____________  ________________________ church.

CROWD
 A Crowd member is committed to _________________________ church.

CONGREGATION

 A Congregation member is committed to a ________________  __________________
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his household,

 (Ephesians 2:19 NIV) 

COMMITTED
 A Committed member is committed to _______________________ necessary for spiritual

    growth.

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. (2 Peter 3:18 NIV)

CORE
 A Core member is committed to __________________  ______________________________
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. (1 Peter 4:10 NIV)

Which audience would you consider yourself at this time?  
Our goal at Southside is to encourage you to move from the outer circle (low commitment/babes in Christ) to the inner circle (high commitment/mature in Christ).  
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How Do We Minister To The Community

The community is the starting point; the number of lost people that live within driving distance of our church is growing as we read this paragraph.  We are not able to reach everyone, but we can try.  If we could reach only one more person for Jesus it would be worth it. Then we would need to reach one more.  In other words, we have to be faithful until the Lord returns or He calls us home.  

We minister to the community through ________________________________!
How can you be involved?
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How Do We Minister To The Crowd? 
The second circle inward represents the crowd. The crowd includes everyone who shows up for Sunday services. They are our regular attendees. They are made up of both believers and nonbelievers- all they have in common is that they are committed to attending a worship service every week. This is a major commitment for these folks and we realize this. While we know that a nonbeliever cannot worship we know that he or she can watch others do so.  Here we design a service especially for these individuals. 
We minister to the crowd through ________________________!
How can you be involved?
[image: image4.jpg]= @

Ministries




How Do We Minister To The Congregation?
The congregation is the number of official members of Southside. They have been baptized and have made a commitment to be a part of the church family. This is a critical commitment. The Christian life is not just a matter of believing; it includes belonging. Once people have committed to Christ, we encourage them to take the next step and commit themselves to Christ's body, the church. At Southside, only those that have received Jesus, been baptized and taken our membership class are considered part of the congregation. 

We minister to the congregation through _________________!

What makes you feel committed to a church?
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How Do We Minister To The Committed?
These people are committed to growth, are praying, and are serious about their faith. They may or may not be currently actively serving in a ministry of the church at this time, but are seeking God’s guidance in where to use their spiritual gifts. They are committed to spiritual habits of a daily time with God, giving a tithe of their income, and to becoming active in a small group. 
We minister to the committed through ____________________________!
How best can Southside help you grow spiritually?
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How Do We Minister To The Core?
The smallest group of Southside represents the deepest level of commitment. They are the dedicated minority of workers and leaders that lead and serve in various ministries within the church. We feel they are the HEART of Southside. 

We minister to the Core by turning them loose to _____________ Ministry!

How can Southside turn you lose to use your God given gifts for His Glory?
Southside as a ministry, for the glory of God, ministers to the Community, _________________ the Crowd, gathers a Congregation, _____________________________ the Committed, and disciples the Core.

We try to follow the example that Jesus set forth in the Gospels. Jesus began at the level of commitment of each person he met. He would simply catch their attention, capture their interest, and create a desire to know more. Then, as people would continue to follow him, He would slowly and gently explain the kingdom of God and ASK for a deeper commitment. 

Would you want us to be any different?  
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